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Question Paper
35 Question

Q1. Read the plot summary. What is the least likely event to occur next in the plot?

The protagonist is a doctor who has worked in the emergency room for twenty years. She initially  
became a doctor because she wanted to help people on a daily basis. For many years, she has  
dealt primarily with traumas coming into the hospital. She is driving home from work when she  
witnesses a car accident just in front of her.

A. The main character stops to see if she can help anyone who is injured. 
 
B. The main character stops and waits with the drivers until help arrives. 
 
C. The main character stops to see if she can help but realizes that she needs to call for assistance. 
 
D. The main character thinks that everyone is probably alright and continues driving home.

Q2. Read the following passage. Which evidence from the text supports the claim that Leslie is not 
very active?

Leslie’s favorite spot is his bed. It’s a cozy queen-sized bed, which can be folded into a couch 
(though so far there has never been an occasion which required the bed to be folded), layered with 
soft, warm quilts and piled with numerous pillows in different sizes and colors. Leslie spends the 
entire day sprawled on the bed, his eyes glued to the huge smart plasma TV mounted on the wall of 
his bedroom. Leslie’s grandparents can never understand why it’s called the “smart” TV.

A. Leslie's bed can be folded into a couch but never has been. 
 
B. Leslie's bed has numerous pillows in different sizes and colors. 
 
C. Leslie has a plasma TV mounted on the wall of his bedroom. 
 
D. Leslie spends the entire day sprawled on his bed. 

Q. Read the following poem. Identify the theme and figurative language.

He ate and drank the precious words, 
His spirit grew robust; 
He knew no more that he was poor, 
Nor that his frame was dust. 
He danced along the dingy days, 
And this bequest of wings 
Was but a book. What liberty 
A loosened spirit brings! 
                              -From XXI by Emily Dickinson

Q3. What is the theme of this poem?  
 
A. Reading is like cleanliness.  
 
C. Reading brings freedom. 

Q4. What figurative language does the poet use?  
 
A. She compares dancing to being able to fly.  
 
C. He compares reading a book to cleaning.

 
 
B. Reading is as impossible as flying.  
 
D. Reading limits possibilities.

 
 
B. She compares reading a book to being able to fly.  
 
D. She compares dancing to cleaning.

Q5. Identify the narrator in the passage below.

       I usually read comics when I got home from school, but today I had to go over to Mr. Carl’s 
house and help him rake his leaves. Last week I’d gotten caught stealing apples from his tree, and 
Mom said I had to repay him by helping with his yard work. 
       I walked slowly down the road to his house, dreading my destination. Larry had warned me that 
Mr. Carl was the meanest old man in town, and all the neighborhood kids tried to stay away. 
      I was so scared that I almost turned back when I reached his gate, but by then it was too late. 
       “Angela, is that you?” he called from his porch. I’d been spotted.

A. Mom 
 
D. Larry

B. Mr. Carl 
 
E. The narrator is not a character in this passage. 

C. Angela 

Q6. Read the sentence below. Then choose the best definition for the word predicament.

On his first day, the new waiter tried to avoid any possible predicament—for example, forgetting a 
customer's order or dropping a tray of food.

A. a list of tasks to be performed 
 
C. an embarrassing or uncomfortable situation

B. a fine restaurant 
 
D. a Thai dish made with curry

Q7. Read the sentence below. Then choose the best definition for the word calligraphy.

My aunt's calligraphy is similar to a painter's brushstrokes on a canvas.

A. a person related to one's parents 
 
C. a practical and simple way to type messages

B. an artistic way of writing letters and words 
 
D. postage for envelopes and packages

Q. Use examples to determine a word’s meaning.

The restaurant specializes in cooking with poultry such as chickens and turkeys.

Q8. Which word or phrase signals an example in the sentence above? 
 
A. restaurant 
 
D. such as

 
 
B. in 
 
E. chickens and turkeys

 
 
C. poultry

Q9. Identify the example and its group in the sentence above. 
 
A. restaurant 
 
D. such as

 
 
B. cooking 
 
E. chickens and turkeys

 
 
C. poultry

Q10. Which of the following passages of narration from a written text best matches the information 
provided by the dialogue in this script?

TOBIAS: Marla, does this look okay? 
 
MARLA: [walking into room] I've already told you three times that it looks great! 
 
TOBIAS: I know... it's just that this could be my— 
 
MARLA: Big break. [smiling] I know.

A. Passage 1 
Tobias looked in the mirror and straightened his tie again before calling to Marla to come look. He couldn't help 
scrutinizing every detail, and he couldn't remember being more nervous than he felt right now. This could be his big 
break; he knew it, and Marla knew it. 
 
B. Passage 2 
Tobias looked in the mirror and straightened his tie again. He was satisfied with how he looked and felt confident. 
He called for Marla to come in and say goodbye. He just knew this was going to be his big break. Marla believed it 
was going to be too.  
 
C. Passage 3 
Tobias looked in the mirror and nervously straightened his tie again. This audition was the key to his future. He just 
knew it was going to be his big break in the movie industry. He called to Marla for her to come take one more look.

Q11. Which of the following scripts of dialogue best matches the information provided by this 
passage of narration from a written text?

Harold was something of an oddity around town; everyone knew who he was, but no one seemed to 
know him very well. He was one of those people whom you would always see no matter where you 
went, and it never seemed like he was on any particular mission.

A. Script 1 
FREIDA: Oh look, there's Harold again. I see him everywhere! 
BILL: You know what? I do too. At the grocery store, the ball field, the movie theater... and a bunch of other places, too. 
FREIDA: What's his story, anyway? 
BILL: Um, you'd think that I'd known since I see him all the time, wouldn't you? But I don't think anyone knows much about Harold. 
FREIDA: They can all point him out, though. 
 
B. Script 2 
FREIDA: Oh look, there's Harold again. I see him everywhere! 
BILL: You know what? I do too. He's an interesting guy. You should talk with him sometime. 
FREIDA: Oh, you talk with him? What's his story, anyway? 
BILL: Oh, he's got a long one. He's lived here for fifty years and knows the neighborhood better than anyone. 
FREIDA: He never seems like he's doing anything in particular; he's just always around. 
 
C. Script 3 
FREIDA: Oh look, there's Harold again. I see him everywhere! 
BILL: Oh, really? I've never seen him before. Is he an old local? 
FREIDA: Uh, I think so. I don't know a lot about him. I just know that I run into him in town a lot. You've really never seen him? 
BILL: No, I don't think so. I'm sure I'd recognize him if I had. 

Q12. Which of the stage directions in this script would show that Tony is annoyed?

TONY: [standing in front of the kitchen sink, staring at a large pile of dirty dishes] Zach! 
 
[Zach enters from offstage and tosses a jacket on the chair] 
 
ZACH: Yeah? What's up? 
 
TONY: [sighs heavily, crosses his arms, and speaks in a tense voice] What's up? Well for one thing, 
the pile of dishes that you said you'd do yesterday. 
 
ZACH: [rolls his eyes and taps foot impatiently] I was really busy yesterday. I'll get to them later.

A. [standing in front of the kitchen sink, staring at a large pile of dirty dishes] 
 
B. [Zach enters from offstage and tosses a jacket on the chair] 
 
C. [rolls his eyes and taps foot impatiently] 
 
D. [sighs heavily, crosses his arms, and speaks in a tense voice]

Q13. Identify the author in the passage below.

This is the story of the great war that Rikki-tikki-tavi fought single-handed, through the bath-rooms 
of the big bungalow in Segowlee cantonment. Darzee, the Tailorbird, helped him, and Chuchundra, 
the musk-rat, gave him advice, but Rikki-tikki did the real fighting.  
 
                                            Adapted from “Rikki-tikki-tavi” by Rudyard Kipling

A. Rikki-tikki-tavi 
 
C. Chuchundra

B. Darzee 
 
D. Rudyard Kipling

Q14. What genre does the following text most likely represent?

In this book by Roald Dahl, James, a young boy who is mistreated by the aunts who raise him, 
grows a giant peach with some magical crocodile tongues. He goes to live in the peach with a 
group of giant insects. From there, James and his new friends embark on a series of adventures.

A. fantasy 
 
D. fable

B. historical fiction 
 
E. humor

C. mythology 
 
F. none of the above

Q23. Read the description about the word determined. Is the description a denotation or connotation?

determined: having a strong feeling that you are going to do something and not let anyone or 
anything stop you

A. denotation B. connotation

Q. Read these two texts, taking note of the way the author develops the theme and topic of each one.

Adapted from 
The Byzantine Emperor 

By Joy Kita 
There once was a boy named Justinian who lived on a farm far from the city. This boy dreamed of 

the finer things that he could only get outside of the country. He was meant to continue work on the 
farm, helping his father plant the fields and harvest the crops. 

Justinian learned how to read and write. He studied books on law and religion. He continued to 
dream of life in Constantinople. It was the important city that he longed to live in. He kept imagining 
what it would be like to go there, until one day his parents agreed to let him leave for it. His mother 

packed him bread and meat for his long journey. He was set free. 
Constantinople was even larger than Justinian had expected. Massive buildings crowded the city. 

People bustled in the streets, hurrying along like everything they had to do was of great importance. 
It took Justinian a long time to feel like he belonged. 

He studied and worked hard until he mastered his lessons. No longer was he a country soul; the 
heart of the city had transformed him. Even though he had to memorize fifty lines of poetry a day, 
he loved his new life. Despite being born a peasant, he had achieved the status of a respectable 

scholar. 
I have done all that I can do as a student, he mused one day. How else can I help this mighty city? 

All Justinian wanted to do was see Constantinople thrive and succeed just as the great city of Rome 
once had. It was his dream help the empire grow. He thought joining the army would enable him to 

do just that. 
Everything Justinian did he did with excellence. During his war years, he became well known for his 
dedication, effort, and bravery. He helped the officers with keeping records and ordering supplies. 

He was even adept at organizing war campaigns, despite his young age. 
It did not take long for people to take notice of his excellence. Little did it matter that he was born a 

farmer far from the city. It was as though Justinian was a shining light in an empire of darkness, and 
it was impossible for people not to take notice. 

"Justinian would make an excellent emperor," some of the people of Constantinople began to say. 
"He is wise and full of courage," others remarked. 

Word spread throughout the Byzantine land. There was little surprise when the emperor died that it 
was Justinian who was named his successor. 

 
 

Adapted from 
The Ant and the Grasshopper 

By Aesop 
SCENE 1 

SETTING: A field, one summer's day. A Grasshopper is hopping about, chirping and singing to its 
heart's content. An Ant walks by, holding a big ear of corn. 

GRASSHOPPER: Hello, brother ant! Say, what's that big ear of corn for? 
ANT: Hi Grasshopper, just taking this corn back to my nest. 

GRASSHOPPER: Why not come and chat with me instead of toiling and moiling in that way? 
ANT: Oh no, Grasshopper, no way! I am helping to lay up food for the winter. I recommend you to do 

the same. 
GRASSHOPPER: Why bother about winter? We have got plenty of food at present. 

ANT: [shaking his head] You will see, Grasshopper, you will see. 
 

SCENE 2 
SETTING: Months later, in the dead of winter. The ants are distributing their daily rations of corn to 

their people while the grasshopper looks on. 
GRASSHOPPER: [to himself] Oh, woe is me! If only I had listened to my friend the Ant, instead of being 

so lazy! 

Q16. What form are these texts?  
 
A. "The Byzantine Emperor" is a poem, and "The Ant and the Grasshopper" is a poem.  
 
B. "The Byzantine Emperor" is prose, and "The Ant and the Grasshopper" is a poem.  
 
C. "The Byzantine Emperor" is a drama, and "The Ant and the Grasshopper" is prose.  
 
D. "The Byzantine Emperor" is prose, and "The Ant and the Grasshopper" is a drama.

Q17. What is the topic of these two texts? 
 
A. foolishness 
 
C. hard work

 
 
B. food and shelter 
 
D. bravery

Q18. What is the theme of these texts?  
 
A. Power will make even the kindest hearts become greedy.  
 
B. Laziness is the root of all evil.  
 
C. Hard work and perseverance are seldom rewarded.  
 
D. Hard work and perseverance bring reward.

Q19. How does each text develop the topic and theme differently? 
 
A. "The Ant and the Grasshopper" shows the immediate effect of being lazy. "The Byzantine Emperor" shows the effects 
of laziness over many years. 
 
B. "The Ant and the Grasshopper" shows the effect of hard work through conversations. "The Byzantine Emperor" shows 
the effects of hard work through the narrator's descriptions. 
 
C. "The Byzantine Emperor" shows the immediate effect of being lazy. "The Ant and the Grasshopper" shows the effects 
of hard work over many years. 
 
D. "The Ant and the Grasshopper" shows the effect of hard work through conversations. "The Byzantine Emperor" shows 
the effects of hard work by directly stating it. 

Q20. How do the two texts develop the topics similarly?  
 
A. They both develop the topic and theme through the narrator's words.  
 
B. They both develop the topic and theme through dialogue.  
 
C. They both develop the topic and theme through what happens to characters in the story. 
 
D. all of the above

Q21. Choose the best definition for the word unify.  
 
A. to believe in oneself 
 
C. to argue before hearing the facts

 
 
B. to separate into small groups 
 
D. to become one or a single unit

Q22. Identify words with similar roots.

B. astrology C. asteroid D. gymnastics E. astronomyA. metonymy

Q15. What is the main topic of this text?

The group was then given time to go back and do some exploring independently. They were  
allowed to go into any of the public areas of the fort. The only instruction was to not go back across  
the drawbridge without the entire group. 
Christopher knew that this was his chance to explore the old jail. He took Brooke’s hand and quickly  
led the way back toward the room with the heavy wooden door. Brandon and Olivia followed right  
behind them. 
“Why don’t they let tours go in there? What do you suppose they’re hiding?” Brooke asked. 
“Maybe there’s a dungeon in there where they used to keep pirates. Maybe one of the pirates buried  
their treasure in there!” Christopher replied. 
Olivia shuddered. “I don’t think I want to see a skeleton of some old pirate.” 
 
-From "Dust in the Dungeon" by Thom Yates

A. skeletons B. exploration D. woodC. greed

Q24. Read the passage below. Choose the best meaning for the underlined metaphor.

When Isabel looked up at the October sky, she saw an orange orb hovering in the darkness. The 
harvest moon was a great big pumpkin in the sky. Isabel grabbed her camera to take a photograph 
of its beauty. 

A. The moon was a white sliver in the sky.  
 
C. The moon was low on the horizon. 

B. The moon was round and orange.  
 
D. The pumpkin sat under the moon.

Q25. Identify the simile in the passage below.

When I was old enough, I did all the cooking in the house. I love my dad, but he is a disaster in the 
kitchen. His burgers taste like rubber. He could find a way to burn water.

A. He could find a way to burn water.  
 
C. When I was old enough, I did all the cooking in the house. 

B. I love my dad, but he is a disaster in the kitchen.  
 
D. His burgers taste like rubber.

Q26. Which section of the plot arc is indicated below?

A. climax B. resolution C. exposition D. rising action E. falling action

Q27. Which of these is not an example of prose?

A. The fox was known to play tricks on the hunters in the area. No matter how many times they went looking for him, 
     he always managed to get away.  
 
B. "Ha-ha!" said the Fox. "And now you see 
     You should not listen to flattery. 
     Vanity, Sir, is a horrid vice— 
     I'm sure the lesson is worth the price." 
 
C. Legend said that the old man owned a magical hen. Every morning, the hen laid an egg. But unlike ordinary eggs, 
    this hen's eggs were made of gold. 

Q28. Read the passage below. Which sentence is most likely a key sentence for this passage?

Tommy drew a deep breath. The man Boris was coming along the platform towards him. Tommy 
allowed him to pass and then took up the chase once more. 
From Waterloo Boris took the tube as far as Piccadilly Circus. Then he walked up Shaftesbury 
Avenue, finally turning off into the maze of mean streets round Soho. Tommy followed him at a 
judicious distance. 
They reached at length a small dilapidated square. 
                                           -Adapted from The Secret Adversary by Agatha Christie

A. They reached at length a small dilapidated square.  
 
B. The man Boris was coming along the platform towards him.  
 
C. From Waterloo Boris took the tube as far as Piccadilly Circus.  
 
D. Tommy drew a deep breath. 

Q29.  Read the answer choices below. If they were arranged chronologically, which one would come first? 

A. On Tuesday morning, the roads were still too icy, so yet another snowday was declared.  
 
B. The next morning, Elise was delighted to learn that her school had declared a snowday.  
 
C. On Sunday night, a blizzard roared through town and blanketed the roads in several inches of snow.  
 
D. Elise started to wonder if she would ever return to school again.

Q. Identify the parts of a script.

Q30. What is the setting in this play?  
 
A. Act I, Scene I 
 
C. on the school bus in the afternoon

Q31. Who is speaking in the blue portion of the script?

 
 
B. early in the morning at school 
 
D. early in the morning in Kate's bedroom

A. the bed B. Mother C. Kate's teacher D. Kate

Q32. Which is the correct organization for a script?  
 
A. Act I 
Scene 2 
Scene 3 
Act IV 
Scene 5 
Scene 6

B. Scene I 
Act 1 
Act 2 
Scene 2 
Act 1 
Act 2

C. Act I 
Scene 1 
Scene 2 
Act II 
Scene 1 
Scene 2 
Scene 3

Q33. Read the poem excerpt below. Does it contain end rhymes or internal rhymes?

Jenny and Me were engaged, you see, 
On the eve of the Fancy Ball; 
So a kiss or two was nothing to you 
Or anyone else at all. 
 
                -From "Pink Dominoes" by Rudyard Kipling

A. end rhymes B. internal rhymes C. both

Q34. Read the poem excerpt below. Which rhyme scheme best describes it?

Says Hubert, "Look, how fast it pours! 
I'm sure we can't go out of doors 
While it is raining thus; 
So let us in the nursery stay. 
                        -From “Playing at Omnibus” by Anonymous

A. ABCB B. ABCD C. AABC D. ABAB

Q35. Imagine that the stage setting for a play includes a long table, and shelves lined with books, 
liquid-filled jars, and test tubes. Even before any action occurs, you could infer that the room is 
probably a

A. kitchen B. library C. store D. laboratory


